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WORST ANTI-CHRISTIAN VIOLENCE IN INDIA FOR 60 YEARS HITS ORISSA AT 

CHRISTMAS 

Jan 17, 08.   Hindu extremists launched a spate of violent but meticulously planned attacks on 

Christians in Kanhdamal District, Orissa State, on 24 and 25 December 2007. A total of 95 
churches were burnt to the ground, as well as 730 homes of Christians. In cases where a 

Christian ministry operated from rented premises owned by a Hindu, the attackers were careful 
not to damage the building, but took all the contents outside and set them on fire. The death toll 
is unknown at the time of writing, but taking into account all known cases of “arson, murder 

and assault” the violence was, in the words of the All India Christian Council, “the largest 
attack on the Christian community in the history of democratic India”.  
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